
 

UW1020  

Writing Race, Measuring Marginalization 

 

There is no scientific evidence for differentiating human races biologically. However, some 18th-century 

Europeans tried to sort human crania into “races”. Image description: five illustrated crania labeled as so-called 

“Mongolian”, “American”, “Caucasian”, “Malay”, and “Aethiopian” (left to right), from Johann Blumenbach’s De 

generis humani varietate nativa (1795). 

Instructor: Dr. Kylie Quave   
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Course Description 

How was race created by scientists and how do scientists evaluate the impacts of racism that are only 

made possible by the myth of race categories? From measuring human cranial capacity to quantifying the 

stress of racism, scientists have used data to construct races and now to measure how racism impacts 

health and wellbeing (there are no biologically recognizable race categories in humans). Quantitative 

information can be deceptive—it appears natural and neutral, but is calculated by us imperfect humans. 

Scientific, quantitative approaches to race and racism bring up challenging methodological and ethical 

questions, but have also shaped how we understand the roots of the urgent health issues facing much of 

the world today. 
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In this course, we will examine the process of creating and disseminating scientific knowledge about race 

and racism; this will involve critically reading and writing about the histories and futures of race and 

racism with scholarly and popular texts from the natural and social sciences, especially those that employ 

quantitative methods. Assignments include identifying scientific evidence, original research writing, 

responses to readings and peer writing, collaborative and independent revision, and graphical display of 

information (tables, charts, and infographics). Students will rhetorically evaluate scientific arguments 

and respond to them in socially relevant ways for both expert and broader public audiences. 

Course Objectives  

UW1020 is a four-credit course that serves as the foundation for a three-semester writing requirement. 

Sections of UW1020 use a variety of themes, writing tasks, and approaches to support you in developing 

proficiencies in writing and research for writing (see UW1020 template for details on the shared goals 

of this foundational course). By the end of this section of UW1020, students will be able to: 

1. identify, compare, and write about race and racism in different scientific genres using quantitative 

evidence. 

2. locate and critically analyze traditional scholarly sources and sources from new media to 

synthesize current research on race and racism. 

3. evaluate gaps or shortcomings in current analyses in order to develop novel ways of investigating 

race and racism. 

4. critically explain the quantification of the processes and impacts of racism for diverse audiences. 

5. apply scientific knowledge of the process of a problem to solutions toward racialized equities. 

6. revise and edit written communication so that it is clear and persuasive for multiple audiences. 

Course Work Categories 

You will receive specific instructions for each assignment and activity as the semester progresses (on 

Blackboard [Bb] and/or Slack). Every UW1020 course requires “finished” writing developed in a rigorous 

composition process often consisting of pre-draft preparation, drafts, and revisions based on the 

instructor’s advice and classmates’ comments. In this class you will undertake this process in different 

scientific genres. 

Engagement (20%) 

To develop critical and analytical research and writing skills in this course, you will contribute to our 

community in many kinds of ways. This broad category includes engagement and collegiality during class 

time and other online interactions, but also includes minor assignments: discussion posts, in-class 

writing, and a variety of activities not accounted for elsewhere. Most will be graded for completion and I 

will include evaluation criteria when sharing instructions.  

Engagement requires investment (whereas participation can be passive). You are expected to 

demonstrate your investment in course activities by preparing thoughtfully for class, submitting work on 

https://writingprogram.gwu.edu/first-year-writing-uw1020-template
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time (or communicating your needs for delayed submissions), and contributing to our class with respect 

and empathy. 

Writing about scientific research (20%) 

You will write a Rhetorical Analysis of recent research on genetics and race (4-5 pages written in a 

small group). This project will be completed in a group in order to combine the levels of expertise you 

each bring into the course and in order to engage the collaborative writing that is essential to scientific 

inquiry. The other two projects in this category contribute to your final paper (the “Research Review”; 

see “Writing to apply scientific research”). To locate and assess sources and develop your own 

hypotheses, you will craft an original Research Proposal (preliminary and revised versions) and an 

Annotated Bibliography for that research project. 

To become a better scientific writer, we must become critical readers and researchers. Writing in this 

category involves identifying, comparing, and evaluating scientific genres and quantitative evidence 

about race and racism. It also necessitates interrogating how scientists communicate their results to 

diverse audiences and lends greater insight into the social dimensions of research, especially in the case 

of genetics and race. 

Communicating in scientific genres (30%) 

You will be assessed in four genres: a Scientific Abstract for an abstract-less journal article (1 page), a 

Press Release for a recent journal article (2 pages), a Scientific Chart that compares data from a source 

you choose (which will be included in your Research Review), and an Infographic that translates your 

Research Review for a broader audience.  

Explaining complex research concepts to many kinds of expert and non-expert audiences is the obligation 

and privilege of the scientist. Writing in this category involves following the conventions of common 

scientific genres and translating scientific research on race and racism between genres. The writing you 

complete in this category involves translating to and from your Research Review. 

Writing to apply scientific research (20%) 

You will identify a research area on race and racism to address using sources by scholars of multiple 

identities, backgrounds, worldviews, and disciplines. A 10- to 12-page literature review (Research 

Review) will incorporate at least eight scientific research sources to analyze an original hypothesis or 

research question. The analysis will include critical review of quantitative evidence and will investigate 

processes of race and racism to propose solutions for racialized equity. There are three major revision 

stages and you will submit one of the drafts and a final version to the professor, as well as engaging in 

peer review. 

Peer review and revision (10%) 

The scientific method of knowing the world relies upon sound, comprehensive, ethical, and constructive 

peer review. This is the most important collaborative effort you’ll make in our course. Peer review within 
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class and outside of class will be graded for promptness and for being constructively critical, empathetic, 

and thorough. 

Course materials and communication 

You do not need to purchase any books or software for this course. To complete the course and access 

software, you should have access to a tablet or laptop with an internet connection and with a microphone 

and webcam. You will need to use Google apps for coursework. All course readings will be available 

through links on the syllabus and through PDFs posted to Slack. The Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab) 

will serve as a writing style guide for this course. Students will identify and review readings for their own 

research using the GWU library system. 

Slack 

All announcements and most correspondence outside of class time will take place in 

Slack (please DM me there rather than emailing, though of course I will answer you 

if you choose email). We will also submit some assignments there, as the Slack 

channel functions are better for some types of collaboration compared to 

Blackboard. Our course site invite link:   

You must sign up for a free Slack account and add yourself to all our course 

channels. I will go over basic Slack use in class early in the semester. I recommend using the app on your 

devices rather than the browser version. Download it here: Slack for Windows / Slack for Mac 

Blackboard (Bb) 

We will use Blackboard for submission of major assignments, for in-person class 

meetings, and for other functions. The grading book on Bb will be updated 

regularly and attendance will be taken there. Major assignment files will be 

double-posted on both Slack and Bb. However, I will post all updates and 

messages primarily to Slack.  

Zotero 

You will use Zotero to organize citations and research notes. Download the 

software to your desktop and create a free account. Add the extension/add-on to 

your browser. We’ll go over how to use it within the first few weeks. 

Schedule 

A tentative schedule of topics, reading assignments, and due dates is shown below. Nothing will be made 

due earlier than indicated but some things may be pushed back, depending on the changing conditions of 

the semester. Any changes will be announced in class and on Slack. 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/purdue_owl.html
https://slack.com/
https://join.slack.com/t/embodiedinequ-mxw3408/shared_invite/enQtODk2MTE2NjcyMzQwLTdiMjI0M2NmODAzOTVjZjI5ZDUyN2NmNDU5NTY5Y2I1ZDE3ZGU3ZmExZWZlMDc3MjQxMDUxYzNhNzU1ZDdjMjM
https://slack.com/downloads/windows
https://slack.com/help/articles/207677868-Download-Slack-for-Mac
https://blackboard.gwu.edu/webapps/login/
https://www.zotero.org/
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On Mondays and Wednesdays we will usually meet in-person on Blackboard during class time 

(exceptions are noted on the syllabus with olive green shading to indicate independent Mondays or 

Wednesdays; other exceptions will be announced as needed1). We will also use Slack during in-person 

and independent class sessions, so be sure to have the app on your computer/tablet/device. Fridays will 

be devoted to independent work. 

At the start of each course week, you will review a weekly memo that indicates what we each need to do 

and when. These will be posted in Slack #weekly-memo. Specific in-class and out-of-class activities and 

prompts will be posted weekly. 

 

A note on readings: 

1. You must have a (electronic) copy of the day’s readings with you when you come to class. 

2. To access most readings linked from the syllabus, you’ll need to be logged in to the GWU library 

system. 

3. Note that URLs for readings typically go to the landing page for the journal article or book chapter. 

You should open or download the PDF of the article to read the entire text and to see it properly 

formatted with figures and such. 

 

 

Week Date Themes and in-class 
activities 

How to prepare for class 
time 

Reminders/submissions 
(minor assignments 
TBD) 

1 M 
8.31 Unit I: How do scientists 

know what they know? 
Course introduction 

 Carefully read syllabus, 
sign up for and download 
Zotero and Slack, check Bb 
access, complete intake 
survey 

W 9.2  What is race? When is 
race? Where is race? 
Race and the US Census 
 

TIP: remember to always 
ensure you’re logged in to 
GW library to access 
readings 
Read: Marks 2017 Ch. 1, 2, & 
3 

(Slack) 30-second 
introduction video/audio 
to section channel by 9/3 
end of day 

Inde
pend
ent 

Scientists defining race 
and racism 

Read: Ackermann et al. 2019; 
Golash-Boza 2016; Weeber 
2020 

(Bb) 2-pg. letter by 9/4 
end of day 

2 M 9.7 No classes - Labor Day 

 
1 The reason that some otherwise live classes will be used for independent work is in order to alleviate some of the hours you 
are spending on video calls each day. Research demonstrates that online face-to-face meetings are more taxing than face-to-
face meetings where we are physically present.  

https://library.gwu.edu/
https://library.gwu.edu/
https://wrlc-gwu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01WRLC_GWA/15suu1b/cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9780745689258
https://wrlc-gwu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01WRLC_GWA/15suu1b/cdi_askewsholts_vlebooks_9780745689258
https://physanth.org/about/position-statements/aapa-statement-race-and-racism-2019/
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2332649216632242
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2332649216632242
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F2332649216632242
https://www.sapiens.org/language/capitalizing-black/
https://www.sapiens.org/language/capitalizing-black/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/04/coronavirus-zoom-fatigue-is-taxing-the-brain-here-is-why-that-happens/


 

  Fall 2020 Syllabus 

6             UW1020 Writing Race, Measuring Racism 

Week Date Themes and in-class 
activities 

How to prepare for class 
time 

Reminders/submissions 
(minor assignments 
TBD) 

W 9.9 Positionality, 
epistemology, and the 
scientific method 
Reconstructing the 
scientific method 

Watch: Adichie 2009 
Read: Takacs 2003 (pdf on 
Slack #library); also choose 
one press release - BMJ 2020 
or Duke University 2020 or 
Georgia State University 
2019 

 

Inde
pend
ent 

Where did your source get 
its sources? 

Read: “Types of Sources”; 
“Evaluating Sources: General 
Guidelines”; “Searching 
Online”  (from Purdue OWL); 
Marks 2017 Ch. 4 & 5 

(Slack) Finding sources for 
research by 9/11 

3 M 
9.14 

How do I find and evaluate 
scientific sources in the 
library? (workshop with 
librarian) 

Read: Raff 2013  

W 
9.16 

Data visualization, 
authority, and bias 
What charts (don’t) tell us 

Read: Klein 2020; 
https://covidtracking.com/r
ace  
Bring: a chart that sparks a 
question for you 

 

Inde
pend
ent 

Current beliefs on racial 
difference; Scientific 
abstracts 

Read: Outram et al. 2018 
(redacted pdf on Slack); 
“Writing Scientific 
Abstracts”; “Levels of 
Formality” and “Group 
Jargon” (OWL) 

(Slack) Anatomy of the 
journal article by 9/18 

4 M 
9.21 Unit II: How and when 

was race invented? 

Read: Mitchell 2018; Jones 
2020 

 

W 
9.23 

How were scientific 
disciplines built on racial 
essentialism? 

Read: Owens 2017 (Ch. 5- 
note there is detailed 
description/imagery of 
childbirth injuries and 
surgery); Herschthal 2018 
(NYT or ProQuest 
Newsstream) 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/05/200513200408.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200420201515.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190930161920.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190930161920.htm
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/conducting_research/research_overview/sources.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/conducting_research/evaluating_sources_of_information/general_guidelines.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/conducting_research/evaluating_sources_of_information/general_guidelines.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/conducting_research/searching_online/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/conducting_research/searching_online/index.html
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/gwu/detail.action?docID=4816493
https://violentmetaphors.com/2013/08/25/how-to-read-and-understand-a-scientific-paper-2/
https://www.facebook.com/ezraklein/videos/252802299200577/
https://covidtracking.com/race
https://covidtracking.com/race
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/writing_scientific_abstracts_presentation.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/writing_scientific_abstracts_presentation.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/using_appropriate_language/levels_of_formality.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/using_appropriate_language/levels_of_formality.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/using_appropriate_language/group_jargon.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/using_appropriate_language/group_jargon.html
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2007008
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.2007008
https://www.sapiens.org/language/problem-with-word-we/
https://www.sapiens.org/language/problem-with-word-we/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1pwt69x
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/frederick-douglasss-scientific-racism.html
https://search-proquest-com.proxygw.wrlc.org/usnews/docview/2007172901/711A41B0FEE24115PQ/1?accountid=11243
https://search-proquest-com.proxygw.wrlc.org/usnews/docview/2007172901/711A41B0FEE24115PQ/1?accountid=11243
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Week Date Themes and in-class 
activities 

How to prepare for class 
time 

Reminders/submissions 
(minor assignments 
TBD) 

Inde
pend
ent 

Peer review Abstracts  (Slack DM) Scientific 
Abstract draft to peer 
reviewer by 9/25; return 
comments by 9/26 

5 M 
9.28 

Racial realism and the 
value of research 
questions 

Read: Larsen et al. 2020 (Bb) Scientific Abstract 
Draft by 9/28 

W 
9.30 Unit III: What do DNA 

tests actually measure? 

Listen: Sapiens podcast: “Is 
Your DNA You?" (2018) 
Read: TallBear 2013 
(listen first, then read) 

 

Inde
pend
ent 

Multidisciplinary views on 
genetics and the African 
diaspora 

Full instructions TBA on 
Slack: you’ll be choosing a 
researcher from the 2013 
symposium The African 
Diaspora: Integrating 
Culture, Genomics and 
History (you will watch a 
~20-min. lecture and read a 
journal article) 

(Slack) Genre comparison 
worksheet by 10/4 

6 M 
10.5 

Collaborative writing: 
Small-group meetings in 
class to plan for Rhetorical 
Analysis 

Read: “Using Research and 
Evidence”; “Organizing Your 
Argument”; “Rhetorical 
Situations; “Author and 
Audience” (OWL) 
Watch: GCCCMU 2020 

(Bb) Final Scientific 
Abstract by 10/5 

W 
10.7 

How do scientists respond 
to genetic astrology? 

Read: Jobling et al. 2016; 
Birney et al. 2019 

Work on your 
contributions to Rhetorical 
Analysis 

Inde
pend
ent 

No classes - Fall Break 

7 M 
10.12 

What can statistics tell us 
about global genetic 
diversity? 
In-class collaborative 
writing 

Read: d’Alpoim Guedes et al. 
2013; “Tips and Examples 
for Writing Thesis 
Statements”; “Prewriting”; 
“Concision” (OWL) 

Work on your 
contributions to Rhetorical 
Analysis 
 
Recommended: “In 

https://doi.org/10.1080/09515089.2020.1805199
https://www.sapiens.org/body/podcast-dna-you/
https://www.sapiens.org/body/podcast-dna-you/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306312713483893
https://www.genome.gov/27555386/
https://www.genome.gov/27555386/
https://www.genome.gov/27555386/
https://www.genome.gov/27555386/
https://www.genome.gov/27555386/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/research_and_evidence.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/research_and_evidence.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/organizing_your_argument.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/establishing_arguments/organizing_your_argument.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/rhetorical_situation/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/rhetorical_situation/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/rhetorical_situation/author_and_audience.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/rhetorical_situation/author_and_audience.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=y5ShTBRw8xY&feature=youtu.be
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2016.1105990
http://ewanbirney.com/2019/10/race-genetics-and-pseudoscience-an-explainer.html
https://doi.org/10.1086/669034
https://doi.org/10.1086/669034
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/thesis_statement_tips.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/thesis_statement_tips.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/thesis_statement_tips.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/prewriting/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/conciseness/index.html
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Week Date Themes and in-class 
activities 

How to prepare for class 
time 

Reminders/submissions 
(minor assignments 
TBD) 

Slavery’s Wake: Slavery, 
Race and the Making of 
Our World” 4pm on 10/12. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86
981291303?pwd=cUJxNnpBRkx
hYStDUWxHZEdicytUQT09 
Meeting ID: 869 8129 1303  
Passcode: 109624  

W 
10.14 

Whiteness, White 
supremacy, and DNA 
research 

Read: Claw et al. 2018; 
Harmon 2018 (in NYT [with 
images] or ProQuest [text 
only, not preferred]) 

(Slack) Rhetorical Analysis 
due by 10/14 

Inde
pend
ent 

How will you research 
race and racism? Attend 
Capstone Conference 10/15 
and 10/16 

Read: “How to Write a 
Research Question” (GMU 
WC); “Writing Hypotheses” 
(NISS) 

(Slack) Preliminary 
Research Proposal by 
10/16 

8 M 
10.19 

Unit IV: How does racism 
(not race!) shape health? 

Read: Bonham et al. 2018; 
Braun 2015; Strings 2020 

 

W 
10.21 

How do I refine a research 
question and critically 
analyze sources? 
(workshop with librarian)  

Read: “Outline Components”; 
“How to Outline” (OWL)  

Recommended: attend 
panel “Data Visualization 
for Social Change” 6:30 pm 
10/21 

Inde
pend
ent 

How will I know what I 
know? 

 (Slack) Revised Research 
Proposal by 10/23 

9 M 
10.26 

How does racism influence 
border/migration policy? 
Incorporating quotes for 
high impact 

Read: De León 2013 (In class) Bring your 
chosen scientific journal 
article (to be used for 
writing Press Release) 

W 
10.28 

How does 
border/migration policy 
exacerbate racial 
inequities? 
Mapping connections in 
research 

Read: Philbin et al. 2018; 
Williams 2018 
 

 

Inde
pend

How well are you 
communicating to the 

Read: “Quoting, 
Paraphrasing, and 

(Slack) Press Release draft 
to peer reviewer by 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-018-05188-3
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/us/white-supremacists-science-dna.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/us/white-supremacists-science-dna.html
http://proxygw.wrlc.org/login?url=https://search.proquest.com/docview/2120611311?accountid=11243
http://proxygw.wrlc.org/login?url=https://search-proquest-com.proxygw.wrlc.org/docview/2120611311?accountid=11243
https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/guides/how-to-write-a-research-question
https://writingcenter.gmu.edu/guides/how-to-write-a-research-question
http://www.ibis.colostate.edu/CitSCiBlog/829/Writing%20Hypotheses
http://jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?doi=10.1001/jama.2018.13609
https://www.physiology.org/doi/pdf/10.1152/advan.00196.2017
https://www.physiology.org/doi/pdf/10.1152/advan.00196.2017
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4631137/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/opinion/coronavirus-race-obesity.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/developing_an_outline/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/developing_an_outline/how_to_outline.html
https://doi.org/10.1177/1359183513496489
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.socscimed.2017.04.007
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0022146518814251
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.html
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Week Date Themes and in-class 
activities 

How to prepare for class 
time 

Reminders/submissions 
(minor assignments 
TBD) 

ent media? Summarizing”; “Paraphrase” 
(OWL) 

10/30; Review back to 
writer by 11/1 

10 M 
11.2 

How is racism embodied? Read: Carter 2018; 
McMurtry et al. 2019 

(Bb) Press Release draft by 
11/2 

W 
11.4 

How are maternal and 
infant health impacted by 
racism?  

Read: Mehta et al. 2020; 
Owens and Fett 2019 

 

Inde
pend
ent 

What do I need from each 
source? 

Read: “Annotated 
Bibliographies”; “Annotated 
Bibliography Samples” 
(OWL) 

(Slack) Annotated 
Bibliography for five 
sources (not the press 
release source) by 11/6 

11 M 
11.9 

How is racism stolen time? Read: Gee et al. 2019 (Bb) Final Press Release by 
11/9 

W 
11.11 

What is a meta-analysis? 
Identifying and analyzing 
your own data 

Read: Bailey et al. 2017 
Watch: Chalabi 2017 

Begin looking for data 
source for the Scientific 
chart 

Inde
pend
ent 

How can I organize all this 
research? 

Read: “Symptoms and Cures 
for Writer's Block”; “Other 
Strategies for Getting Over 
Writer's Block”, “Reverse 
Outlining” (OWL) 

(Slack) Research Review 
Preliminary Draft to 
reviewer by 11/13; Review 
back to writer by 11/15 
@5 pm 

12 M 
11.16 

What do doctors believe 
about race science? 
Scientific chart workshop 

Read: Hoffman et al. 2016; 
Braun and Saunders 2017 

(Slack) Scientific chart 
worksheet by 11/16 

W 
11.18 Unit V: Communicating 

racism to diverse 
audiences 
Identifying and explaining 
solutions 

Watch: Thurston 2019 
Read: a piece of legislation 
relevant to your Research 
Review on congress.gov  

(In class) Bring chosen 
legislation for discussion 

Inde
pend
ent 

How can I accessibly 
convey quantitative 
information? 

Read: Wezerek 2020; “Data 
Visualization Best Practices,” 
“Data Visualization 
Presentation” (OWL) 

(Slack) Scientific chart by 
11/20 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/quoting_paraphrasing_and_summarizing/paraphrasing.html
https://doi.org/10.1111/muan.12182
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1475-6773.13225
https://journals.lww.com/greenjournal/Fulltext/2020/02000/Racial_Inequities_in_Preventable_Pregnancy_Related.6.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/greenjournal/Fulltext/2020/02000/Racial_Inequities_in_Preventable_Pregnancy_Related.6.aspx
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2019.305243
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/annotated_bibliography_samples.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/annotated_bibliography_samples.html
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304766
https://doi-org.proxygw.wrlc.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)30569-X
https://www.ted.com/talks/mona_chalabi_3_ways_to_spot_a_bad_statistic
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/writers_block/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/writers_block/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/writers_block/more_writers_block_strategies.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/writers_block/more_writers_block_strategies.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/writers_block/more_writers_block_strategies.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/reverse_outlining.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/reverse_outlining.html
https://www.pnas.org/content/113/16/4296#ref-27
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/article/avoiding-racial-essentialism-medical-science-curricula/2017-06
https://www.ted.com/talks/baratunde_thurston_how_to_deconstruct_racism_one_headline_at_a_time
https://www.congress.gov/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/11/opinion/us-coronavirus-black-mortality.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/visual_rhetoric/data_visualization/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/visual_rhetoric/data_visualization/index.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/visual_rhetoric/data_visualization/data_visualization_presentation.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/visual_rhetoric/data_visualization/data_visualization_presentation.html
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Week Date Themes and in-class 
activities 

How to prepare for class 
time 

Reminders/submissions 
(minor assignments 
TBD) 

13 M 
11.23 

Research Review workshop Read: “Steps for Revising 
Your Paper” (OWL) 

(Bb) Research Review 
Draft that incorporates 
peer feedback from 11/15 
due by 11/24 

11.25
- 
11.29 

No classes - Thanksgiving Break 

14 M 
11.30 

Graphical display of 
scientific research 
Critiquing graphical 
abstracts 

Listen: NPR Science Friday 
2013 
Read: Nediger 2020 
Review for use: Black 
Illustrations; Noun Project 

(in class on 12/2) 
Infographic Draft for 
feedback 

W 
12.2 

Research Review Draft 
workshops in small groups 
with Dr. Quave 

Read: “Revising for 
Cohesion” (OWL) 

Continue working on 
Infographic and revising 
Research Review 

Inde
pend
ent 

Research Review Draft 
workshops in small groups 
with Dr. Quave 

 (Slack) Revision reflection 
(1 pg.)  by 12/4 

15 M 
12.7 

Graphical scientific 
research for broader 
audiences 
Infographic workshop 

Review and use with your 
infographic: Color Blindness 
Simulator 

(Slack) Final Infographic 
due by 12/7 

Tu 
12.8 

(Designated Friday, so 
this is an independent 
work day for us) 
Reviewing for cohesion 

 (Slack) Send Revised 
Research Review to peer 
reviewer by 12/8 

W 
12.9 

Course wrap-up and 
evaluations  

 (Slack) Complete Final 
Peer Review of Research 
Review by 12/10 

Inde
pend
ent 

(Informally) presenting 
your research to your 
peers 

 (Bb) Final Research 
Review by 12/16 

 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/proofreading/steps_for_revising.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/proofreading/steps_for_revising.html
https://www.npr.org/2013/10/18/237100766/making-sense-of-science-infographics
https://www.npr.org/2013/10/18/237100766/making-sense-of-science-infographics
https://venngage.com/blog/what-is-an-infographic/
https://www.blackillustrations.com/
https://www.blackillustrations.com/
https://thenounproject.com/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/proofreading/revising_for_cohesion.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/the_writing_process/proofreading/revising_for_cohesion.html
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
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How your work will be assessed 

This course uses a percent-based grading schema. 

Category Assignment % of final grade 

Engagement various frequent assignments 20 

Writing about scientific research 

Rhetorical analysis (group-written) 7 

Research proposal (preliminary and final) 7 

Annotated bibliography 6 

Communicating in scientific 

genres 

Scientific abstract (draft and final) 7 

Press release (draft and final) 8 

Scientific chart (worksheet and full version) 8 

Infographic (draft and final) 7 

Writing to apply scientific 

research 

Research Review (drafts and final) 20 

Peer review and revision various reviews throughout semester 10 

TOTAL  100 

Grade scale

A 95.0+ 
A- 90.0-94.9 
B+ 87.0-89.9 
B 83.0-86.9 

B- 80.0-82.9 
C+ 77.0-79.9 
C 73.0-76.9 
C- 70.0-72.9 

D+ 67.0-69.9 
D 60.0-66.9 
F Below 60.0 

 

Students must pass UW1020 with a grade of C- or above in order to receive credit for the course. A grade 

of C- or above in UW1020 indicates that the student is prepared to write in upper-division, writing-

intensive courses.  

If a UW1020 student is not prepared for the next level of university writing, the instructor will assign the 

student a grade of R (for Repeat). The R grade is reserved for students who work hard in the course, 

complete the main course assignments, but will still benefit from additional UW1020 writing instruction. 

The student will not receive credit for the course; however, the R will not factor into the student's GPA. 

Students who do not complete the course requirements, who are consistently absent from class (more 

than six absences), or who violate other expectations of academic behavior, will receive an F. 
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How much time you’ll spend on this course 

For each course credit, students are expected to spend a minimum total of 2.5 hours per week of 

combined direct instruction and independent learning. For a four-credit course this works out to 10 

hours/week on average, or a total of 150 hours of learning in a 15-week semester. I acknowledge that 

this will look a bit different for each student.  

Other important things to note 

What you can expect from me: 

● I will respond to Slack DMs on the same business day if sent before 4:00 pm. Messages sent on 

weekends and after that time on weekdays will be answered as soon as possible. 

● I will record portions of class meetings that include lecture or explanation of course material and 

those recordings will be shared for those who cannot attend a class session.  

● Things happen that are related or unrelated to our course that may cause you to be less prepared 

at times. If you are in need of more time for a course task, DM me and we will work to find a 

solution. I can accommodate your need so long as it would not put a peer in a bad position and so 

long as it would not set you behind the course schedule overall in a substantial way. 

● For major assignments, I will provide you with a rubric and specific instructions. Upon 

submission, you will receive a filled rubric and notes as feedback. For minor assignments, you will 

typically earn a completion grade. All evaluation criteria will be provided with assignment 

instructions. 

● When you submit assignments on time, I will provide you with written or oral feedback. 

Sometimes this will be oriented toward the whole class; other times it will be individual. I will 

return minor assignments within one week and will return major assignments within two weeks 

unless otherwise specified due to extenuating circumstances. DM me if you have questions about 

your feedback or would like more details. 

What I expect from you: 

● All the times in this course correspond to US Eastern Time zone (Washington, DC local time; keep 

in mind Daylight Savings changes). It is your responsibility to convert these times to the time zone 

of your location so you can follow this course’s timeline. 

● During our in-person classes, you are not required to turn on your camera. Please come to class as 

you are most comfortable. 

● Class preparation and participation are required. There are many legitimate reasons one may 

need to miss in-person class meetings and I trust that you will determine that for yourself. 

Whenever you miss a class meeting, it is your responsibility to review the syllabus and Slack 

materials and keep up with assigned work.  

● Assignments should be submitted on time and in the format specified (typically online via 

Blackboard or Slack). Late submissions that are not pre-approved will result in a 10% deduction 
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per 24-hour period. But let’s talk about it beforehand--as possible--so you won’t be marked late. I 

don’t need you to prove your need for an extension to me; rather, I want to consult with you ahead 

of time so we can agree whether the extension will set you back (or set your collaborators back) in 

a way that will be overly challenging to overcome. In some cases, it would be better to submit 

work that is incomplete so that I can provide feedback. Bottom line: get in touch and we will figure 

out a way forward. 

● If a family or personal emergency arises during the semester that requires you to miss several 

class days, or perhaps leaves you considering withdrawal from one or more courses, contact an 

advisor in your dean’s office for help. Advisor info is on Slack #useful-resources.  

 

[institution- and program-specific notes here]  

Sources* to be read, reviewed, listened to, and watched this semester 

As the semester progresses, we will review strategies together for how to read and prepare for classes 
(for this one and others!). Knowing “how to read” varies depending on your purpose and warrants 
further discussion and strategizing. There is a general “Reading guide” posted in Slack #useful-resources 
that you can begin with. 

*I made this bibliography in three seconds with Zotero! So easy! That’s why we’ll use it this semester. 

Ackermann, Rebecca, Sheela Athreya, Deborah Bolnick, Augustín Fuentes, Tina Lasisi, Sang-Hee Lee, Shay-Akil 
McLean, and Robin Nelson. 2019. “AAPA Statement on Race & Racism.” https://physanth.org/about/position-
statements/aapa-statement-race-and-racism-2019/. 

Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. 2009. The Danger of a Single Story. TED Talks. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story. 

Bailey, Zinzi D, Nancy Krieger, Madina Agénor, Jasmine Graves, Natalia Linos, and Mary T Bassett. 2017. “Structural 
Racism and Health Inequities in the USA: Evidence and Interventions.” The Lancet 389 (10077): 1453–63. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)30569-X. 

Birney, Ewan, Jennifer Raff, Adam Rutherford, and Alwyn Scally. 2019. “Race, Genetics and Pseudoscience: An 
Explainer.” Ewan’s Blog: Bioinformatician at Large (blog). October 24, 2019. 
http://ewanbirney.com/2019/10/race-genetics-and-pseudoscience-an-explainer.html. 

“Black Illustrations.” n.d. Accessed May 25, 2020. https://www.blackillustrations.com/. 

BMJ. 2020. “Misleading Information in 1 in 4 Most Viewed YouTube COVID-19 Videos in English, Study Finds: 
Public Health Misinformation Reaching Far More People than in Previous Pandemics.” ScienceDaily. May 13, 
2020. https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/05/200513200408.htm. 

Bonham, Vence L., Eric D. Green, and Eliseo J. Pérez-Stable. 2018. “Examining How Race, Ethnicity, and Ancestry 
Data Are Used in Biomedical Research.” JAMA 320 (15): 1533–34. https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2018.13609. 

Braun, Lundy. 2015. “Race, Ethnicity and Lung Function: A Brief History.” Canadian Journal of Respiratory Therapy: 
CJRT = Revue Canadienne de La Thérapie Respiratoire : RCTR 51 (4): 99–101. 

Braun, Lundy, and Barry Saunders. 2017. “Avoiding Racial Essentialism in Medical Science Curricula.” AMA Journal 
of Ethics 19 (6): 518–27. https://doi.org/10.1001/journalofethics.2017.19.6.peer1-1706. 

https://physanth.org/about/position-statements/aapa-statement-race-and-racism-2019/
https://physanth.org/about/position-statements/aapa-statement-race-and-racism-2019/
https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(17)30569-X
http://ewanbirney.com/2019/10/race-genetics-and-pseudoscience-an-explainer.html
https://www.blackillustrations.com/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/05/200513200408.htm
https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2018.13609
https://doi.org/10.1001/journalofethics.2017.19.6.peer1-1706.
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Carter, Chelsey R. 2018. “Racist Monuments Are Killing Us.” Museum Anthropology 41 (2): 139–41. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/muan.12182. 

Chalabi, Mona. 2017. 3 Ways to Spot a Bad Statistic. TED Talks. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/mona_chalabi_3_ways_to_spot_a_bad_statistic. 

Claw, Katrina G., Matthew Z. Anderson, Rene L. Begay, Krystal S. Tsosie, Keolu Fox, and Nanibaa’ A. Garrison. 2018. 
“A Framework for Enhancing Ethical Genomic Research with Indigenous Communities.” Nature 
Communications 9 (1): 1–7. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-05188-3. 

Colblinder. n.d. “Coblis — Color Blindness Simulator – Colblindor.” Accessed January 11, 2019. https://www.color-
blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/. 

“Congress.Gov | Library of Congress.” n.d. Legislation. Accessed May 25, 2020. https://www.congress.gov/. 

De León, Jason. 2013. “Undocumented Migration, Use Wear, and the Materiality of Habitual Suffering in the 
Sonoran Desert.” Journal of Material Culture 18 (4): 321–45. https://doi.org/10.1177/1359183513496489. 

Duke University. 2020. “Segregation and Local Funding Gaps Drive Disparities in Drinking Water: Ongoing Legacies 
Raise Risk That Many US Community Water Systems Can’t Cope with Future Drought.” ScienceDaily. April 20, 
2020. https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200420201515.htm. 

Gee, Gilbert C., Anna Hing, Selina Mohammed, Derrick C. Tabor, and David R. Williams. 2019. “Racism and the Life 
Course: Taking Time Seriously.” American Journal of Public Health 109 (S1): S43–47. 
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304766. 

Georgia State University. 2019. “Early Life Racial Discrimination Linked to Depression, Accelerated Aging.” 
ScienceDaily. September 30, 2019. https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190930161920.htm. 

Golash-Boza, Tanya. 2016. “A Critical and Comprehensive Sociological Theory of Race and Racism.” Sociology of 
Race and Ethnicity 2 (2): 129–41. https://doi.org/10.1177/2332649216632242. 

Guedes, Jade d’Alpoim, Theodore C. Bestor, David Carrasco, Rowan Flad, Ethan Fosse, Michael Herzfeld, Carl C. 
Lamberg-Karlovsky, et al. 2013. “Is Poverty in Our Genes? A Critique of Ashraf and Galor, ‘The “Out of Africa” 
Hypothesis, Human Genetic Diversity, and Comparative Economic Development,’ American Economic Review 
(Forthcoming).” Current Anthropology 54 (1): 71–79. https://doi.org/10.1086/669034. 

Harmon, Amy. 2018. “Why White Supremacists Are Chugging Milk (and Why Geneticists Are Alarmed).” The New 
York Times, October 19, 2018, sec. U.S. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/us/white-supremacists-
science-dna.html. 

Herschthal, Eric. 2018. “Opinion | Frederick Douglass’s Fight Against Scientific Racism.” The New York Times, 
February 22, 2018. https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/frederick-douglasss-scientific-
racism.html. 

Hoffman, Kelly M., Sophie Trawalter, Jordan R. Axt, and M. Norman Oliver. 2016. “Racial Bias in Pain Assessment 
and Treatment Recommendations, and False Beliefs about Biological Differences between Blacks and Whites.” 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 113 (16): 4296–4301. 
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1516047113. 

Jobling, Mark A., Rita Rasteiro, and Jon H. Wetton. 2016. “In the Blood: The Myth and Reality of Genetic Markers of 
Identity.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 39 (2): 142–61. https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2016.1105990. 

Jones, Nicola. 2020. “Why ‘We’ Isn’t for Everyone.” SAPIENS. June 4, 2020. 
https://www.sapiens.org/language/problem-with-word-we/. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/muan.12182
https://www.ted.com/talks/mona_chalabi_3_ways_to_spot_a_bad_statistic
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-018-05188-3
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.color-blindness.com/coblis-color-blindness-simulator/
https://www.congress.gov/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1359183513496489
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200420201515.htm
https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304766
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190930161920.htm
https://doi.org/10.1177/2332649216632242
https://doi.org/10.1086/669034
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/us/white-supremacists-science-dna.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/17/us/white-supremacists-science-dna.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/frederick-douglasss-scientific-racism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/02/22/opinion/frederick-douglasss-scientific-racism.html
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1516047113
https://doi.org/10.1080/01419870.2016.1105990
https://www.sapiens.org/language/problem-with-word-we/
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Klein, Ezra. 2020. How Coronavirus Charts Can Mislead Us. 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=252802299200577. 

Larsen, Rasmus Rosenberg, H. De Cruz, Jonathan Kaplan, Agustín Fuentes, Jonathan Marks, Massimo Pigliucci, Mark 
Alfano, David Livingstone Smith, and Lauren Schroeder. 2020. “More than Provocative, Less than Scientific: A 
Commentary on the Editorial Decision to Publish Cofnas (2020).” Philosophical Psychology 0 (0): 1–6. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09515089.2020.1805199. 

Marks, Jonathan. 2017. Is Science Racist? John Wiley & Sons. 

McMurtry, Caitlin L., Mary G. Findling, Logan S. Casey, Robert J. Blendon, John M. Benson, Justin M. Sayde, and 
Carolyn Miller. 2019. “Discrimination in the United States: Experiences of Asian Americans.” Health Services 
Research 54 (S2): 1419–30. https://doi.org/10.1111/1475-6773.13225. 

Mehta, Pooja K., Lyn Kieltyka, Marcus A. Bachhuber, Dana Smiles, Maeve Wallace, Amy Zapata, and Rebekah E. Gee. 
2020. “Racial Inequities in Preventable Pregnancy-Related Deaths in Louisiana, 2011–2016.” Obstetrics & 
Gynecology 135 (2): 276–283. https://doi.org/10.1097/AOG.0000000000003591. 

Mitchell, Paul Wolff. 2018. “The Fault in His Seeds: Lost Notes to the Case of Bias in Samuel George Morton’s Cranial 
Race Science.” PLOS Biology 16 (10): e2007008. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.2007008. 

National Human Genome Research Institute. 2013. “The African Diaspora: Integrating Culture, Genomics and 
History.” National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI). 2013. 
https://www.genome.gov/27555386/the-african-diaspora-integrating-culture-genomics-and-history/. 

Nediger, Midori. 2020. “What Is an Infographic? Examples, Templates & Design Tips.” Venngage (blog). June 25, 
2020. https://venngage.com/blog/what-is-an-infographic/. 

NPR Science Friday. 2013. “Making Sense of Science Infographics.” NPR Science Friday. 
https://www.npr.org/2013/10/18/237100766/making-sense-of-science-infographics. 

Owens, Deirdre Cooper. 2017. Medical Bondage: Race, Gender, and the Origins of American Gynecology. Athens: 
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Owens, Deirdre Cooper, and Sharla M. Fett. 2019. “Black Maternal and Infant Health: Historical Legacies of Slavery.” 
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and Immigrant-Focused Policies as Drivers of Latino Health Disparities in the United States.” Social Science & 
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